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of unreason and led to the growth of Fascism in the thirties
of the present century. The excesses of Hitlerite Fascism
caused widespread misery and suffering, and it needed a
second World War, more bitterly fought than the first, to re-
store sanity to the world. Nationalism is certainly not the last
word in political thinking, and with a world shrinking on
account of technological advances, nationalism has no abso-
lute significance today. Technological developments can
indeed make undiluted nationalism, or national chauvinism,
as it is now called, dangerous to the existence of mankind.
Nevertheless, it was a concept of value, and it helped in
the nineteenth, and even in the twentieth century, to re-
dress injustices perpetrated by one nation on another and to
create a feeling of confidence and self-respect among poli-
tically under-developed nations. This was another concept
which India in the eighteenth century had yet to imbibe.
Unmindful of the glories of her ancient civilisation and un-
inspired by visions of her future, unaware of the new cur-
rents of thought in the West and untouched by the new tech-
nological developments, India in the eighteenth century had
become a mere geographical entity content to entrust her
destiny to any authority strong enougih to ensure peace in
the land.

II

The task of building a modern India was thus a two-fold
one. It involved, on the one hand, the task of reawaken-
ing the country to the glories of her past achievements, of
restoring the self-respect and sett-confidence of the people
and of reviving interest in fruitful intellectual pursuits which
characterised our forefathers in ages past. On the other